
“Just in Case It Makes” 
Board 11 

Dealer:  South 

Vul:  None 

♠ xx 

 

♠ Axx 

♥ ATxx ♥ J9xxx 

♦ AKTxxx ♦ Q 

♣ x ♣ T9xx 

 

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 

   
1♦ 

1NT 2♥ Pass 4♥ 

All Pass    

Opening Lead:   ♠Q 

 

In this hand from the Wednesday – Thursday Afternoon Swiss, my partner (West, Andy Stark) showed a 

good amount of faith in me and my Negative Freebid, but also a lot of faith in the power of shapely 

hands!  When North overcalled 1NT, my 2♥ bid shows no interest in going further (and probably should 

have a slightly better hand than this), but Andy wisely noted his distinct lack of losers on top of a nice 

source of tricks and went ahead and raised me to 4♥, “just in case it makes.”  Now it was up to me to 

show his faith was well-placed! 

 

So it’s time to stop and consider distributions and potential losers.  If we can trust North’s 1NT overcall 

to show a ♦ stopper and South’s failure to lead a ♦, it looks like that suit is 4-2 with the ♦J in the North 

hand.  If that’s true, it should mean that we can deal with a few losers by pitching them on ♦, even if it 

means getting something trumped but still making a loser-on-loser play.  With this grand plan, I began 

by winning the ♠A in my hand and unblocking the ♦Q.  Then I took a ♥ to the A and started thinking 

myself out of the right line of play.  I reasoned that if the ♥ were 2-2, then I could go ahead and pull one 

more round, losing that ♥, one ♠, and one ♣ and avoid the possibility of South ruffing the next (second) 

round of ♦ on which I intended to start pitching losers.  However, I forgot to consider at the time that 

South had in fact, not led a ♦, which meant she probably didn’t have a singleton there, and if trump 

were indeed not 2-2, I had just given myself too many losers (2♥, 1♠, 1♣). 

 

Instead, I should have gone ahead with the ♦-pitching plan of now playing the ♦A, pitching a ♠, and the 

♦K, pitching my last ♠, and while this might get ruffed, that’s fine as I have made that loser-on-loser play.  

Then the only other losers I could have would be the one remaining trump and the one ♣, making this 

contract!  Unfortunately, I tripped up and did go down one, but the board wound up being a push.  I told 

Andy that was a great bid and I’ll get it right next time! 

 


